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Trip Details: Coming Soon - Experience Morocco

Days

12 Days / Explore Moroccan Culture & Traditions from the Sahara to the High Atlas

Mar-Apr &

Oct-Dec Follow Morocco's living traditions from the vibrant lanes of Marrakech to the remote dunes of Erg Chigaga, where

desert silence and nomadic hospitality offer a rare sense of true remoteness. Walk a section of the ancient Salt Road
alongside local nomads, learning to read tracks, plants and wind-shaped terrain. Slow down in the Draa Valley and
the Skoura palm grove, with time to explore oasis irrigation systems, meet one of the region'’s last traditional potters
and cook in a local home. In the High Atlas, hike through walnut groves to an Amazigh village and share a home-
cooked meal with mountain families. Here, culture isn't curated—it's lived, shaped by land, season and community.

Trip Highlights

Travel a section of Morocco's ancient Salt Road guided by local nomads who know the desert
intimately. Learn to read the land through subtle tracks, vegetation and shifting terrain.

Share meals with families, walk through village pathways with local residents, learn crafts hands-on
with artisans and let every encounter unfold in the landscapes where tradition still thrives.

Meet one of the region’s last traditional potters and cook alongside local hosts for an immersion that
feels rooted, continuous and real.
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Itinerary At A Glance

Day 1
Marrakech / Riad Siwan

Day 2
High Atlas / Taourirt Kasbah /
Zagora

Day 3
Draa Valley—Amezrou and
Tamegroute

Day 4
Erg Chigaga / Private 4x4 Tour

Day 5
Erg Chigaga / Lake Iriki / Private
Caravan Experience

Day 6
Valley of a Thousand Kasbahs /
Skoura

Day 7
Skoura / Private Pottery
Experience

Coming Soon - Experience Morocco Itinerary

Explore Moroccan Culture & Traditions from the Sahara to the High Atlas

Day 1: Marrakech / Riad Siwan

Arrive in Marrakech and settle into your traditional riad, a hidden oasis built around an
interior courtyard—quiet, cool and restorative within the Medina'’s lively maze of streets. If
time allows, take a gentle walk through the Medina or step onto your rooftop terrace as
the city eases into evening. Listen as the call to prayer—the adaan—ripples across
rooftops, a daily rhythm that briefly draws the city into shared stillness. Tonight, gather for
a relaxed welcome dinner and your first taste of Morocco's hospitality. Enjoy slow-cooked
tagines and freshly baked bread, paired with glasses of mint tea. Here, attay is more than a
drink—it's a gesture of welcome, offered with care and intention, and the first thread in
the shared experience ahead.
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Itinerary At A Glance Day 2: High Atlas / Taourirt Kashah / Zagora
Day 8 After breakfast, travel south over the High Atlas via the dramatic Tizi n'Tichka Pass. This
Skoura / Private Cooking Class winding road climbs through mountain landscapes shaped by terraces, forests and
Day 9 centuries of movement between Marrakech and Morocco's southern reaches. Stop in
Ait Ben Haddou / Ourika Valley Ouarzazate to visit Taourirt Kasbah, a striking example of southern Morocco's earthen
Day 10 architecture once tied to regional power and trade. Wander its narrow corridors and

shaded courtyards, where thick adobe walls and carved details reveal a blend of defense
and artistry. Continue into the Draa Valley, where a ribbon of date palms shelters villages
built of sun-dried mud brick. For centuries, this oasis corridor guided trans-Saharan

caravans carrying salt, gold and ideas between North and West Africa. Arrive in Zagora by

Toubkal National Park

Day 11
High Atlas Mountains

Day 12 late afternoon, a frontier town at the desert’s edge. As the light softens over the palms,
Depart Marrakech settle in and enjoy a relaxed dinner beneath the first hints of Saharan sky.

Day 3: Draa Valley—Amezrou and Tamegroute

Today, explore some of the Draa Valley's most culturally rich communities, where craft and
daily rhythm remain deeply tied to place. In Tamegroute, visit workshops known for their
distinctive green-glazed ceramics, fired in kilns fueled by palm fronds. Watch potters shape
and glaze their work—objects made for everyday use, carrying an artistry passed through
generations. Step into the centuries-old Koranic library, where time-darkened manuscripts
hint at the region’s scholarly and spiritual heritage. Continue to the nearby kasbah of
Amezrou, historically known for its silversmithing tradition. Wander narrow passageways
and pause for mint tea. Practice a few Tamazight greetings with your hosts—Azu/ (hello)
and Tanemmirt (thank you)—small exchanges that bring the day's encounters to life in a
personal way.

Day 4: Erg Chigaga / Private 4x4 Tour

Begin at an unhurried pace, then trade paved roads for open desert as you travel by 4x4
across the stony regand low dune fields of Morocco’s southern Sahara. Your guide, Lahcen
—born and raised in this region—shares an insider’s knowledge of desert plants, wildlife
and the stories carried by its sands. If you wish, take an optional camel ride across the
dunes, moving at the timeless pace once essential to desert travel and trade. As dusk
settles, arrive at camp in the vast dunes of Erg Chigaga—one of Morocco’s most remote
dune systems. Gather for dinner beneath an expansive sky. Later, meet nomad musicians
whose rhythms echo across the sand, turning the evening into something intimate,
celebratory and deeply rooted in place.
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Day 5: Erg Chigaga / Lake Iriki / Private Caravan Experience

Walk a stretch of the old Salt Road with Lahcen and local nomads, following routes once
traveled by caravans moving between oases and distant markets. Learn to read the desert
through subtle signs: wind-sculpted ripples, beetle tracks, hardy shrubs and the quiet logic
of survival in a seemingly spare world. Pause for a picnic and taste abadir, savory bread
baked directly in the sand—simple, hearty and steeped in tradition. If you'd like, join in the
preparation, connecting through the hands-on rituals that have sustained desert travelers
for generations. Later, travel by 4x4 to the open pans of Lake Iriki, scanning for fossils and
desert traces. When welcomed, share tea with nomadic families—an everyday ritual of
hospitality that becomes especially meaningful in remote places. As the day unfolds, hear
about conservation efforts in the region, including initiatives that support fragile desert
ecosystems and native wildlife (sightings vary). Return to camp for a quiet evening under a
million stars—an unforgettable reminder that here, nature and culture are inseparable.

Day 6: Valley of a Thousand Kashahs / Skoura

Rise early to watch sunrise spill across the dunes, casting long shadows and soft light over
the Sahara. Begin your journey north, pausing in photogenic desert villages such as Ouled
Driss, where daily life unfolds in the same warm earth tones as the surrounding landscape.
Follow the Draa’s palm belt to Agdz—whose name means “resting place” in Tamazight—a
subtle clue to the valley's long role as a corridor of movement and exchange. Continue
through the Valley of a Thousand Kasbahs, where fortified towers and earthen villages
speak to centuries of family life, trade networks and the importance of irrigation. Arrive in
Skoura, a broad palm grove stitched together by canals, gardens and shaded pathways.
Settle into your lodge, a cool refuge humming with cicadas and birdsong, and gather for a
relaxed evening meal as the oasis quiets around you.

Day 7: Skoura / Private Pottery Experience

Walk through Skoura’s palm grove with your local guide, Abdessamad, learning how
families have managed water for generations using khettaras—ingenious underground
channels that distribute life-giving water across the oasis. Notice the layered agriculture
that makes oasis living possible: dates high above, fruit trees in the middle canopy, and
vegetables growing below in the shade. Along the way, listen for hoopoes and bee-eaters,
and catch the subtle fragrance of blossoms carried on the breeze. This afternoon, visit
Mohamed—one of Skoura’s last traditional potters—whose family name, A/ Fakhar, means
“The Potter.” Watch as he shapes utilitarian pieces on a foot-powered wheel, then try your
hand at forming a simple bowl yourself. It's a rare chance to experience living tradition not
as a performance, but as everyday craft.
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Day 8: Skoura / Private Cooking Class

Begin with a relaxed cooking class hosted in a palm grove home. Travel by tuk-tuk to meet
your local hosts, then learn Moroccan techniques from the inside out—measuring spices
by scent, chopping fresh herbs, and experiencing the slow alchemy of tagine cookery.
When the meal is ready, gather for a long lunch and enjoy what you've created, paired with
stories shared across the table. In the afternoon, choose how you'd like to spend your
time. Explore storied Kasbah Amridil, return to the pottery studio to collect a rustic
keepsake, or simply rest and journal in the quiet beauty of Skoura. However you spend it,
the day offers the kind of space that turns travel into connection.

Day 9: Ait Ben Haddou / Ourika Valley

Travel west toward Ait Ben Haddou, the UNESCO-listed ksar of stacked mud-brick homes
rising above a shallow riverbed. Walk its narrow passageways and fortified walls, where
architecture speaks to both protection and community life along historic caravan routes.
Continue with a visit that celebrates Amazigh oral traditions, where songs, jewelry and
contemporary expressions honor a culture carried through spoken history—wisdom
passed from generation to generation, woven through language and story. Later, cross
back over the High Atlas via the Tizi n'Tichka Pass, descending into the greener folds of the
Ourika Valley, where mountain life feels suddenly close again.

Day 10: Toubkal National Park

Spend the day exploring trails in and around Toubkal National Park. Choose a route suited
to your energy and interest—from gentle valley walks through walnut groves to more
challenging paths with expansive views. Your local guide tailors the pace and terrain to
match conditions and the group’s ability, sharing the kind of insight that comes only from a
lifetime spent on these mountainsides. At midday, arrive in an Amazigh village for a home-
cooked meal. Enjoy flatbreads fresh from a traditional clay oven, herb-laced salads and
warm conversation that turns lunch into something far more memorable than a stop along
the trail. This is mountain life experienced from the inside—simple, generous and deeply
human.

Day 11: High Atlas Mountains

Savor a slow morning in the High Atlas. Read on a sun-warmed terrace, watch shepherds
trace distant slopes, or simply take in the sweeping mountain vistas that define this region.
Those who wish may choose a traditional Moroccan hammam experience—warmth, steam
and the cleansing ritual of black soap—emerging refreshed and restored. This evening,
gather for a farewell dinner and toast the friendships and landscapes that have shaped
your journey. BssaHa—to your health—and to the enduring traditions you've encountered
along the way.
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Day 12: Depart Marrakech

Transfer from Kasbah Bab Ourika to Marrakech Airport.
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Accommodation Details: Coming Soon - Experience Morocco
Riad siwan Accommodations

Azalai Desert Lodge

Azalai Desert Camp Luxury Explore Moroccan Culture & Traditions from the Sahara to the High Atlas
L'Ma Lodge . .
£ Riad Siwan
Kasbah Bab Ourika An intimate inn in Marrakech’s medina with a rooftop plunge pool, courtyard dining and

For detailed descriptions, visit interiors decorated with furniture and crafts made by local artisans.

nathab.com/cultural-
journeys/morocco-cultural-
tour/accommodations

Azalai Desert Lodge
A secluded stone lodge set in a desert garden of palms and tamarisk, with handcrafted

interiors, regional cuisine, pool and a library inspired by writers drawn to solitude.

Azalai Desert Camp Luxury
A remote Sahara camp with tented canvas suites, private bathrooms, firelit dinners and
wide silence, offering pared-down luxury grounded in natural materials, local food and

the stark beauty of the dunes.

L'Ma Lodge
An intimate lodge surrounded by a pomegranate garden, fig and olive trees, also
featuring a heated saltwater pool, Moroccan meals and hand-finished rooms reflecting

the serenity of an oasis.

Kasbah Bab Ourika

Page 9

Ready to Book? Call an Adventure Specialist at 800-543-8917



nalur
habitat

ADYENTURES

This hillside retreat in the Atlas Mountains offers panoramic views, handcrafted Berber
design, organic dining and a private suite that blends warmth, seclusion and mountain
stillness.
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A Deeper Sense of Place

Unlike tours that rush from sight to sight, our Morocco cultural journey is designed to let you go
deeper—into landscapes, communities, traditions and everyday rhythms that define this remarkable
country. From unhurried time in oasis valleys and intimate encounters with nomadic guides to shared
meals with Amazigh families in the High Atlas, we linger longer where culture is lived and understood.
With thoughtfully paced experiences, expert guides and meaningful engagement with people and
place, you'll experience a true sense of connection to Morocco's heritage and heart.

Venture Deep into Morocco’s Remote Sahara Dunes

Experience the Sahara in Erg Chigaga—one of Morocco’s most secluded dune systems—guided
by a lifelong desert resident. Walk timeworn caravan paths, share traditional foods, and spend
unhurried time with nomadic hosts in a setting that feels truly expansive and far from the
crowds.

a Walk the Ancient Salt Road With Nomads

Follow a historic trade route on foot alongside local nomads, learning to read the desert through
tracks, plants and subtle shifts in terrain. Along the way, share food and conversation—an
immersion in lived knowledge passed down through generations.

B Small Groups Make Intimate Access Possible

With a maximum of just 12 guests, our small group size allows access to spaces where larger
groups are neither practical nor appropriate. This scale supports unhurried encounters,
meaningful conversation and hands-on participation in cultural activities with our hosts, while
respecting customs and traditions in the communities we visit.

n Three Nights in the High Atlas for a Deeper Cultural Stay
Spend three nights among Amazigh mountain communities, allowing time to truly connect with
the traditions, values and daily rhythms that remain foundational to Morocco’s cultural identity.

B Share a Home-Cooked Meal With an Amazigh Family

After a guided hike tailored to your ability, sit down for a meal hosted in a mountain village
home. This warm, personal exchange offers rare space for conversation, storytelling and insight
into High Atlas life.

n Slow the Pace for Meaningful Connection

Rather than rushing through a long list of stops, linger longer in fewer regions—Skoura, the Draa
Valley and Sahara, and the High Atlas—so relationships, understanding and a genuine sense of
place can unfold naturally.
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y B Try Your Hand at Traditional Pottery in Skoura
Meet one of Skoura'’s last traditional potters, watch his craft take shape, then step in to try
forming clay yourself using a foot-powered wheel—an experience rooted in heritage, skill and
human ingenuity.

Cook With Local Hosts in a Palm Grove Home

Join a hands-on cooking experience in Skoura that begins with preparing ingredients and ends
around the table. Alongside regional techniques, you'll share stories and the kind of everyday
wisdom you can't find in a recipe.

Explore Places Where Cultural Detail Remains Distinct

Travel through regions like the Draa Valley, Skoura and the High Atlas, where language,
architecture, foodways and customs remain deeply local—and where each community offers its
own expression of Morocco's cultural richness.

Sustainability and Respect for Tradition
Our Morocco trip actively support local economies, showcase traditional practices, and promote
responsible travel through direct partnerships with small family-owned businesses.

Insightful & Sensitive Leadership Throughout

ATerra & Tu Expedition Leader accompanies the group throughout the journey, providing
cultural context, facilitating introductions, and connecting experiences across regions. Our
guide's role is not to lecture but to interpret, translate and create space for observation,
reflection and dialogue as our journey unfolds.

Built on Nat Hab’s Expertise

Terra & Tu is built on the same experiential travel philosophy, operational rigor and leadership
standards that have defined Natural Habitat Adventures for decades. From small groups
facilitating deep local engagement to guide selection, training and on-the-ground execution, this
journey embodies a proven approach to immersive travel across diverse destinations worldwide.
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pates & Priing  COMing Soon - Experience Morocco Dates, Pricing & Info

Summary:
Prices: Explore Moroccan Culture & Traditions from the Sahara to the High Atlas
From $
2027 Departures
Group Size:
Limited to 12 Departure Return Notes
Travelers

0 Prices and dates not confirmed for 2027
Mar 20, 2027 Mar 31, 2027 TBD
2028 Departures

Departure Return Notes

o Prices and dates not confirmed for 2028

Mar 20, 2028 Mar 31, 2028 TBD
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Pricing

See https://nathab.com/cultural-journeys/morocco-cultural-tour/dates-fees for the latest pricing details.

Included

Accommodations, services of Terra & Tu's professional Expedition Leader, local guides and lodge staff, all
activities, all meals from dinner on Day 1 through breakfast on final day, some gratuities, airport transfers
for those arriving by air on Day 1 and final day, all activities and entrance fees, all taxes, permits and service
fees.

Not Included

Travel to and from the start and end point of your trip, most alcoholic beverages, gratuities for Expedition
Leaders, passport and visa fees (if any), optional activities, items of a personal nature (phone calls, laundry
and internet, etc.), international airline baggage fees, airport and departure taxes (if any), required medical
evacuation insurance, optional travel protection insurance.

Important Information About This Trip

Travel in Morocco is primarily done by road, as domestic flights can be unreliable and are not the most
practical way to connect the regions included on this itinerary. Driving also allows for flexibility and
meaningful stops in smaller, less touristed communities along the way—particularly through the High Atlas,
the Draa Valley, and the oasis towns of the south. While a few travel days will be long and include extended
road transfers, the itinerary is intentionally paced to balance these distances with multiple-night stays,
helping maximize the time spent on the ground in each location once you arrive.

Getting There & Getting Home

We recommend arriving in Marrakesh the night before Day 1 so you can rest from your travels and
begin the trip refreshed. Guests arriving on Day 1 must reach Marrakesh in time to meet your Expedition
Leader and fellow travelers at the group hotel in time for a welcome orientation at 6 pm.

You may depart Marrakesh any time after 1 pm on the final day.

Our Natural Habitat Adventures Travel Desk can best assist with your travel reservations, as our staff is
familiar with the specific requirements of this program and can help arrange the most efficient itinerary.
Please call us at 800-543-8917. While we offer the best available rates to us on airfare and additional nights’
accommodations, you may occasionally find special web rates or lower fares online.
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